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Is at Stake 
In JFK Probe’. 


" Bernard’ Fensterwald Jr; a Washing- . 


_Q: The.Comummittee to. Investigate 

Assassinations has long been sus-") 
pected by some people of being some-. 
‘how connected with the CIA and you’, 
yourself being labeled possibly a CIA \ 
"agent or CIA plant. Are you in fact a-: 
CIA agent of any sort? 3.0) pes: 


Fensterwald: No, Dima full 
lawyer- Neither Inor-my partner: 
have ever been affiliated with the.’ 
CIA or worked for the CIA either” 
with or without payin any way, 
shape or form. I have'no idea where’: 
the rumor started. I don’t know any~‘ 
one that knows-anything. about my: 
history that has ever.made such an. 
accusation. On the converse side, | 
going: back to- the early :’60s:- when I: 
worked-for the Senate: as counsel for: 
one of their committees; I did an 
investigation on the CIA. arid since:. 
then I have represented a number of. 
clients in cases against the CIA to the: 
extent that if there’s any evidence at 
all, it all points in the other direction. ; 
Q: Is it possible that the CIA or the’ 
FBI has evidence locked away some- 
where that could shed new light on 
the investigations into the JFK assas- 
sination er perhaps Martin Luther 
King’s assassination? 33.0008 ash 


pete gel ye? 7 
cere May 


nape 


‘¥s considerable 
‘under lock and 
Archives today w 
classified until the year 
is declassified by the various 
‘ment agencies, primarily | 
| “and the CIA. In addition to that, there } 
|- are literally thousands of documents | 
- that the CIA di 
ren Commission an 
National Arc 
‘been made public. An 
dom of information suits h L 
ed in declassification of a part of this | 
material, yet we know | 
‘they give us 
|; material which has never been made 
“public. .: Pedi tl oie SEO he a BY 


© “Qe Apart fr 


- the assassinations? ...°. 


‘it’s going.to point. - 


ers 
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"s always possible, and ee 
evidence which 15 | 
key in the National |. 
hich will remain} 
2039 unless it | 
govern: | 
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the FBI| 


d not give to the War-| 


d did not go to the | 
hives which have never | 
umber of free-} 
ave result-| 


from the index 
that they have a mass of | 


om material that might 
prove distasteful or hurtful to the 


‘Kennedy family, the JFK autopsy: 


photographs for example, is there. 
other evidence or do you feel there’s 
other-material under lock and key) 
that.could shed significant light on | 
“TAs Well, certainly from reviewing | 
the index of.the withheld material | 
which they have been forced to sup- ; 
ply to various district courts, you get | 
the impression that rauch very vital 
information is being withhéld? Again, 
I say, without knowing what that 
information is, it’s hard to say where 


aa tee 
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Q: Can you hazard a guess as to what 
theymighthave? 
—. At No, I can’t. I can only tell you 
so far as the CIA is concemed a large 
part ofthe withheld testimony in- 
‘volves:a trip Lee Harvey Oswald 
‘made to Mexico just immediately | 
-prior to.the assassination. No one in 


the public knows what this trip was 


we Met 
erve the 
mply re- 
lease this information and get to the'l 
bottom of the matter once and | 


a . 
ete Owe oe 


eS ‘ oe i a 
ee ae nila awe et oe oe 


Pa 


were no other people involved 


. much weakened... 


do know that the; - 


| Warren Commission itself contained 
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‘A: The Committee to Investigate | 
Assassinations has urged through the. | 
years that all of the information with | 
respect to the John Kennedy assassi- | 
nation be made public. The official | 
solution is that Lee Harvey Oswald ! 
was a lone nut killer and that there . 
and.! 
there were no international rainifica- | 
tions. And therefore, taking that | 
story as gospel makes it difficult for. | 
a lawyer to-see why they should 
cover anything. However, there is 
this intense desire on the part of gov-_ 
eroment to keep it secret, and f think 
in any lawsuit where you have this 
sort of mania -for locking the evi- 
dence up you create the suspicion 
that there’s more there. And I don’t 


ee 


think anybody at this time ‘outside the 


government knows what happened to 
John Kennedy. i think the congres- 
sional committees in time will find 


QUEL SP es 

. Q: It has been "43 years since the. 
Kennedy assassination. Why reopen 
his grave? 2870.0. hes oD 


“Az It’s not really a question of re- 
opening his grave. 1 know the subject 
is frequently talked about in terms +. 
similar to that. I think that the integ- 
rity of our whole political process is 
probably. at stake because whether 
the Warren Commission was right or 
wrong, I think that the Aimerican peo- 
ple — and the polls bear this out — 
have a great doubt as to whether Os- 
wald-was properly - investigated./- 
They have’a doubt as to whether Os- 
wald was a lone nut killer. And. until 
their doubts can-be satisfied, I think 
the integrity of the system and the | 
credibility of the government is very | 


snared 
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--Q: Why has it taken 13 years for 
Congress to become officially involy- 
edinthis? -. vale om oe a a 
A: Well, it's‘a number of reasons. 

-One, I think the membership of the 

‘so many outstanding people that it is 
difficult to believe that for whatever | 
reason they would not seriously try to \ 
give the public a full answer. There’s | 


“g great reluctance to disbelieve peo- 


ple like Justice Warren and Sen. Rus-. 
sel. Secondly, i think until Water- 
gate people tended to disbelieve that 
their government could be involved | 
in anything of this nature. But even | 
more recently the revelations, the ac- 
counts of the CIA to kill Fidel Castro 
have gotten rid of the last reluctance 


‘ ren Commission — in the interests of 
see 
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